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The Washingtons  

Master storytellers Dr. Von and Fran Washington have a 
great love for storytelling.  They use their polished theater 
skills to conjure living moments from the written page.  
Moments in time become wondrous, magical, and exciting 
right before your eyes.  They have performed on television, 
stage, and film in Europe and throughout the United States.  
They have at least 30 original story theater productions that 
were written by Von and in 2009, two of his books, The 
Journey Begins and Views From My Window, were published.  
Their goal is to bring African American history and everyday 
situations to life using an entertaining and educational style. 
 
2018 Tour Detai ls 

The artists are available for booking on most Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays during January-April 
2018.  For more information or to book, call Deb Strickland, 
EFA Program Coordinator, at (269) 250-9393.   
 
The Washingtons develop their adventurous tales with a 3rd 
grade audience in mind, but many productions are 
appropriate for a range of K-12 students.  All performances 
run 45-50 minutes including an optional Q&A session. 
 
These productions are designed for an intimate performance 
environment.  Audience size is limited to 250 students per 
show.  Schools may book multiple shows on the same day or 
on separate days to accommodate their students. 
 
Education for the Arts sponsors the tour for eligible schools 
within the Kalamazoo RESA service district.  School 
performance fees are $250 for the first show plus $100 for 
each additional show. 

http://www.efa-rep.org/


 New for  2018!  The Word Trap (Education)  

On a crisp October day in 1955, Kiki went looking for her 
friends in Holland Park.  When she arrived, she was 
shocked to see Sanko playing football, because she knew 
he had promised his dad he’d tend the furnace fire until he 
got home from work.  When Sanko got home, the furnace 
fire was out and the house was cold!  Fearing punishment, 
Sanko left home, without telling anyone where he was 
going.  Little did he know that the consequences of his 
actions would affect his life in ways he had never imagined. 
 
A Seat for  Rosa (Civ i l  Rights)  

The story begins on Sanko’s birthday, when he visits his 
Aunt Georgia.  Sanko is sad because one of his schoolmates 
has been teasing him and telling him that because he is so 
small he will never amount to anything.  Aunt Georgia, 
seeing his distress, tells him of a day when another small 
person, Rosa Parks, changed the lives of millions of people 
in America and around the world.  His Aunt relives the 
moment and takes Sanko along for a great historical ride. 
 
African American Folktales I - I I  (Folktales)  

Designed for entertainment and education, these shows 
feature stories of the old South, the city, the farm, and 
Africa.  Stories have been selected with family values in 
mind and include The Whole Life Adventures of Sanko and 
Kiki, two children growing up in America.  Each story takes 
the audience on an action-packed journey full of surprises. 
Folktales I is designed for grades 3-6 and Folktales II is 
designed for grades K-3. 
 
Langston’s  Dream (Education) 

Young Maku is given an assignment to write a poem for his 
history class, but he is afraid that his male friends, who 

think writing poetry is dumb, will make fun of him.  However, his 
father tells him about the Harlem Renaissance and he learns of 
poets, like Langston Hughes, who wrote “magic words” that helped 
African Americans stand up for freedom.  Maku accepts the 
challenge but runs into trouble when he begins to doubt that he 
has the ability to write a poem.  video preview 
 
Seven Stops to Freedom (Underground Rai lroad)  

On a September evening in Mississippi, years before the civil war, 
Josh Acres, a slave since childhood, sets out to escape from slavery 
on the Underground Railroad.  His plans will take him through the 
state of Kentucky where he will join his wife Anna and son Malik.  
They will travel north through Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan until 
they reach Canada, the “Promised Land”, and freedom. 
 
The Untold Story (Education)  

Early one Fall morning in 1959, Reba, a young schoolgirl, cries out 
to her mother, “I’m not going to school ever again!  My friends are 
making fun of me at school because I like to study!”  Reba’s mother, 
not wanting to be late for work, calls Reba’s uncle Ted, asking him 
to let her stay with him for the day.  But, Reba complains even more 
because he’ll put her to work.  However, Reba doesn’t realize that 
the secret for changing the behavior of her tormenting friends lies 
in the very work that she is trying to avoid. 
 
When Freedom Came (Civ i l  War)  

In a small town in rural South Carolina, a girl named Victory is 
having nightmares about her classmates teasing her about her 
name.  When she asks her mother why she has that name, her 
mother sends her to see Uncle Fred, who named her.  He realizes 
that Victory has more than one problem, so he devises a plan telling 
her that the answer can only be found in her dreams.  Victory falls 
asleep and finds herself in the middle of the American Civil War, 
where she meets people who show her how to stop her classmates’ 
teasing and the mystery surrounding her name is finally solved.   
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www.efa-rep.org/washingtons 

http://www.efa-rep.org/video-washingtons
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